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 The Speech and Debate Team had another successful year with 49 students competing.  Walpole High 

School (WHS) hosted the Novice Tournament and raised approximately $3000 to help pay for tournament 

fees.  Some impressive team results include placing 5th at Dighton-Rehoboth, placing 7th at the Holly 

Festival at Natick, placing 5th at Needham, and placing 10th at the state speech 

tournament.  Congratulations also to junior, Abigail Malone, who placed 1st at the state tournament, which 

makes her the third state champion from Walpole.  Many other team finalists were also recognized.  

 Senior Ava Straccia placed 8th out of 55 students at the Sunvitational Tournament in Fort 

Lauderdale and senior, Reshma Abraham, who qualified in Lincoln-Douglas Debate and will 

compete at the NCFL Nationals in Milwaukee, WI. The team earned charter status in the 

National Speech & Debate Association, which is the highest school membership honor the 

NSDA offers. 

 Student Representative to the SC, Brendan Mahoney, reported on academic, athletic and extracurricular 

activities at WHS. 

 Mr. Bill Hahn discussed the reorganization of the Digital Learning Department from a service-oriented 

department to an instructional-based approach that will insure the needs of all students and staff are 

met.  Mr. Hahn, Dr. Lynch and Dr. Gough believe this restructuring will continue to meet the goals of our 

Strategic Plan.  Professional Development and necessary support will be provided to manage technology 

resources, while improving or increasing our digital coaching resources to ensure student learning is at the 

center of all things we do. 

 The restructuring was not due to budgetary reasons, as there were no associated cost 

savings.  Instead this was a redirection of resources with the intent to improve student learning. 

 SC representation on the School Building Committee was discussed. The SC voted to include Chairman 

Buckley and SC Members Gallivan and Muccini on this School Building Committee. 

 The Strategic Plan draft was discussed with feedback and suggestions for additional changes. 

 The next regular SC Meeting will be Thursday, May 16, 2019 at the Walpole Public Library. 


